Jack Hokeah and the Art of the Kiowa Five
Jan. 20 – March 30, 2008


The Jacobson House Native Art Center in Norman invites art lovers and dance enthusiasts to enjoy the historic works of Jack Hokeah (1902 - 1969), an internationally-celebrated Kiowa painter and dancer, whose art is celebrated in an exhibition titled “Jack Hokeah and the Art of the Kiowa Five,” on view Jan. 20 – March 30, 2008, at the Jacobson House.  Join guest-curator and historian, Anne Allbright, as she highlights the art and dance of Hokeah, an original member of the gifted group of painters known as the “Kiowa Five,” which also included James Auchiah (1906 -1974), Spencer Asah (1905 or 1910-1954), Stephen Mopope (1898 – 1974), and Monroe Tsatoke (1904 - 1937).  Lois (Bougetah) Smokey (1907 - 1981) was the sixth and only female member of the “Kiowa Five,” and also painted for a brief period at the Jacobson House.
“Jack Hokeah and the members of the Kiowa Five collectively established a new genre of Native American art beginning in the 1920’s at the University of Oklahoma,” says Russ Tall Chief, director of the Jacobson House.  “Paintings by Hokeah and the Kiowa Five were introduced to the international art community by Oscar B. Jacobson (1882 – 1966), founder and former director of the University of Oklahoma’s Art Department, whose original paintings are also on display here in his former residence.” 
Hokeah worked hard at his art while studying under Oscar Jacobson, but dancing was still in his blood.  In 1930, Jack Hokeah, along with Asah and Mopope, traveled to Gallup, NM, for the annual Inter-Tribal Indian Ceremonial Dances.  Following the festivities, Hokeah befriended the renowned potter, Maria Martinez of San Ildefonso Pueblo.  Throughout the 1930’s, Hokeah frequently visited the Martinez family, often staying for  a few days at a time with Maria’s family, as well as other members of the San Ildefonso Pueblo, including Richard Martinez.  Hokeah stayed at the Santa Fe Indian Boarding School for several years, where he also left commissioned mural works, before passing away in 1969.
In celebration of Hokeah’s accomplished career as a dancer, the Jacobson House will host the International Dance Competition on Saturday, February 23, 2008, at 7 p.m. in the Sharp Auditorium of the Catlett Music Center on the University of Oklahoma campus.  Featuring Native American dancers, as well as dancers from throughout Asia, Africa, Europe, and North and South America, this competition celebrates the beauty and diversity of dance from around the world.  The audience determines the winner in this competition, which is open to public participation and attendance, and includes cash and gift prizes.  Tickets are $20 for general admission ($10 for students) and are on sale at the Jacobson House.


For more information, contact Russ Tall Chief at the Jacobson House at (405) 366-1667, e-mail russtallchief@aol.com, or visit www.jacobsonhouse.com.  The Jacobson House is open Tuesday – Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on weekends from 1 to 5 p.m.  Admission is free.
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